Minutes of the meeting of the Rome Planning Board held on September 1, 2020 at 7:00 PM in the Common Council Chambers, second floor, City Hall, Rome, NY.

Members Present:
Mark Esposito (C), Tom Arcuri (VC), David Troutman, Joe Calandra
Members Absent:
Karim Madmoune
City Representatives:
Gerard Feeney, Dan Carpenter, Matthew Andrews
Others:
None
1. Chairman Mark Esposito called the meeting to order at 7:09 PM.
2. Agenda Item 1:  Review and approval of the August 11, 2020 meeting minutes.
3. A motion was made and seconded to approve the August 11, 2020 meeting minutes.  There was no discussion. A vote was taken and the motion was approved unanimously (4-0).
4. Agenda Item 2: TABLED - SEQR Review of a request by CDS Life Transitions to construct an approximate 70,840 sf senior housing and community center located in the former Fort Stanwix School, at 112 W. Linden Street. 
5. Agenda Item 3: TABLED- Site Plan Review of a request by CDS Life Transitions to construct an approximate 70,840 sf senior housing and community center located in the former Fort Stanwix School, at 112 W. Linden Street.  
6. Chairman Esposito requested a motion to take both Agenda Items 2 and 3 off the table.
7. A motion was made and seconded for Agenda Item 2 to be removed from the table. There was no discussion. A vote was taken and the item was removed from the table unanimously (4-0). 
8. A motion was made and seconded for Agenda Item 3 to be removed from the table. There was no discussion. A vote was taken and the item was removed from the table unanimously (4-0). 
9. Chairman Esposito called for the petitioner to come forward to present the proposal. 
10. Jess Sudol from Passero Associates came forward to present the project. Also, on the call for the project was Patrick Pinkerton. 
11. A motion was made and seconded to TABLE Site Plan review until the next meeting and after the discussed changes/updates to the site plan could be reviewed. There was no discussion. A vote was taken and the motion was approved unanimously (4-0). 
12. A motion was made and seconded to TABLE SEQR Review for the project. There was no discussion. A vote was taken and the motion was approved unanimously (4-0).
13. The applicant proposed a special meeting on September 15, 2020 to present the updated site plan.
14. Chairman Esposito asked if there were any correspondence received regarding the project.
15. Matt Andrewes read in the correspondence received from an adjoining property owner Josette Canarelli.  
16. Agenda Item 4: Tabled-SEQR Review of a request by Hamilton College to construct a ~4,770 s/f boathouse with associated parking, landscaping, and plaza located at 420 Harbor Way. 
17. Agenda Item 5: Tabled-Site Plan Review of a request by Hamilton College to construct a ~4,770 s/f boathouse with associated parking, landscaping, and plaza located at 420 Harbor Way.
18. Chairman Esposito requested a motion to take both Agenda Items 4 and 5 off the table.
19. A motion was made and seconded for Agenda Item 4 to be removed from the table. There was no discussion. A vote was taken and the item was removed from the table unanimously (4-0). 
20. A motion was made and seconded for Agenda Item 5 to be removed from the table. There was no discussion. A vote was taken and the item was removed from the table unanimously (4-0).  
21. Chairman Esposito called for the petitioner to come forward to present the proposal. 
22. Roger Wakeman, Barry Rivet, James Cummings, and Quay Thompson came forward to present the project.
23. Chairman Esposito asked if Community and Economic Development received any public comment. There were no comments received.
24. Chairman Esposito asked if there were any staff comments from the Community and Economic Development office. Staff Comments were as follows:
All interested and involved agencies have had the opportunity to comment on the proposed plan and SEQR review. There were no issues identified from any interested or involved agencies and the Oneida County Planning Department has recommended approval. 

The Department of Public Works and the Water Department have requested that for water quality and maintenance purposes that the water and sanitary sewer connects be modified as outlined in the email from Joe Guiliano, City Engineer dated 9/1/2020.

As this project is a unique collegiate development, the Department of Community and Economic Development is of the opinion that:

•
The purpose, intent, and design objectives of the Waterfront Canal District are being met.

•
The proposal is compatible with the surrounding properties.

•
The proposal minimizes impacts of noise, light, debris, and other undesirable effects upon abutting properties and the abutting district or subarea as a whole.

•
Ingress, egress, internal circulation, off-street parking, loading/service areas are designed to promote safety, convenience, and provide a high quality pedestrian environment.

•
Signage is designed to provide compatibility with building form, shape and color.

The Department of Community and Economic Development recommends issuing a SEQR Negative Declaration and Site Plan Approval with the condition that the water and sanitary sewer connections be updated to reflect the requested revisions from the Department of Public Works.
25. A motion was made and seconded to Approve the SEQR and issues a negative declaration. There was no discussion. A vote was taken and the motion was approved unanimously (4-0). 
26.  A motion was made and seconded to add a condition the site plan approval based on the applicant working with the Department of Public Works to assure proper water and sewer service to the project and a memo being issued from DPW stating that they agree with the proposed installation of services. There was no discussion. A vote was taken and the motion was approved unanimously (4-0).
27. A motion was made and seconded to Approve the Site Plan with the condition. There was no discussion. A vote was taken and the motion was approved unanimously (4-0).
28. On a motion that was seconded the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.
